ATTACHMENT B

ORDINANCE NO. 3172

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING
APPLICATION OF THE CITY'S PARKWAY TREE MANUAL
AND MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 12.40.100(D) TO ADDRESS
POTENTIAL FUTURE HEALTH AND SAFETY HAZARDS AND
MAKING A FINDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS EXEMPT
FROM CEQA.

WHEREAS, the City of Whittier, pursuant to its police power, may enact
regulations for the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 12.40 of the Whittier Municipal Code regulates the planting,
maintenance, and removal of trees in public places and references the provisions of the
City’s Parkway Tree Manual for guidelines on these topics; and

WHEREAS, the Parkway Tree Manual requires, among other things, that the City
undergo an extensive notice and hearing process prior to tree removal that often delays
for extended periods the removal of potentially dangerous trees and potentially dangerous
conditions on adjacent streets and sidewalks; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that there is a need to
temporarily suspend application of the Parkway Tree Manual to allow the City Manager
to expeditiously remove potentially dangerous trees and potentially dangerous conditions
on public property without the time-consuming procedures required by the Parkway Tree
Manual in order to protect the health and safety of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that this temporary suspension
is necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety.

WHEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER DO HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The application of the Parkway Tree Manual as referenced in Chapter
12.40 (“Trees and Shrubs”) of the Whittier Municipal Code shall be suspended until June
30, 2026. The notice and posting requirements of Section 12.40.100(D) of the Whittier
Municipal Code shall also be suspended until June 30, 2026. During this time, those
sections of Chapter 12.40 that invoke the contents of the Parkway Tree Manual shall
instead invoke the discretion of the City Manager, which discretion shall be exercised by
considering the dual purposes of preserving the City’s urban forest and providing the
public with usable and safe infrastructure. City staff shall review and recommend revisions
to the Parkway Tree Manual and Chapter 12.40 to the City Council prior to June 30, 2026.
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SECTION 2:Environmental Review. The City Council finds and determines that
the adoption of this Ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(c) because this ordinance allows
for the maintenance of existing facilities. Further under CEQA Guidelines Section
15060(c)(2), the adoption of this ordinance will not result in a direct or reasonably
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and is further and independently
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act under State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15061(b)(3), in that it can be seen with certainty there is no possibility the
adoption of this ordinance will have a significant effect on the environment.

SECTION 3: Repeal of Inconsistent Sections. Any provision of the Whittier
Municipal Code or appendices thereto inconsistent with the provisions of the Ordinance,
to the extent of such inconsistencies and no further, are repealed or modified to that extent
necessary to affect the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4: Severability. If any section, subsection, clause or phrase or portion
of this code is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of all other
provisions of this ordinance. The City Council of Whittier hereby declares that it would
have passed the ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase
or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more of the sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases or portions thereof be declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

SECTION 5 Attestation: The Mayor shall sign and the City Clerk shall attest to
the passage of this ordinance. The City Clerk shall cause the same to be published
pursuant to State Law. This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of , 2025.

Joseph A. Vinatieri, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM

Rigoberto Garcia Jr., City Clerk Keith F. Collins, City Attorney
(seal)



